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Note:  This is the prepared outline and study for the class.  Obviously, you are missing out on the 

great discussion and thoughts that took place each week.  However, it will give you a good 

framework to study through these topics in the manner that we studied them.  This booklet only 

contains the introduction lesson and the lesson on women’s roles, as that is what we need the 

entire congregation to study through at this time. 

 



2 
 

Truth, Tradition, and Troubles 

Introduction – Foundation Lesson 

 

Purpose of the Class 

1. Understand basic beliefs and be able to articulate those 

2. Look into the history of the Church of Christ – beginnings, evolution, etc. 

3. Distinguish between long held traditions – are they truly Biblical (must go into this study 

with an open mind, willing to challenge our years of thought/interpretation) 

4. Promote unity in our own congregation 

5. Dive into some modern day issues that are dangerous to Christians and what we are called 

to be 

This can be a very dangerous class.  There are probably several issues where we have people with 

complete opposite opinions.  At the same time, people on both sides have very strong feelings on why 

they are right.  The easy thing for those on each side is to dig in their heels and refuse to study through 

them together or to even listen to the other side.  It’s kind of like the current political climate in our 

country.  There is no longer honest, open discussions that lead to correct answers.  Instead, we just 

espouse the political talking points, go on rants, and refuse to work together.  We cannot have this in 

church.  I’m not going to lie, I am not completely comfortable leading this class.  In fact, I’ve wanted to 

have this type of class for a few years, but always wanted somebody else to teach it.  However, 

everybody else is smarter than me and shied away from it.  As we have gotten closer to my quarter to 

teach, I’ve had multiple ideas on what class I would lead.  This is what I strongly believe we need, but my 

other ideas seemed much easier.  In the end, after much prayer and contemplation, I finally decided to 

bite the bullet and move forward with this class.  The worst that can surely happen is I make everybody 

uncomfortable and mad, then you all kick me out of being an elder – I mean that’s a win-win for all of 

us! 

Seriously, though, it is imperative that all of us go into this quarter with an open mind, a willingness to 

learn, and a deep respect for each other’s positions.  I want everyone to feel comfortable in expressing 

your thoughts/interpretations/opinions without fear of upsetting somebody.  As with every class I have 

taught, participation from each of you is vital.  I can stand up here and do all the talking, but that isn’t 

going to accomplish anything.  II Timothy 1:7 (read)…we do not have a spirit of timidity…Timothy was 

experience great opposition to his message and his leadership because of his youth and his association 

with Paul…he is being encouraged to be bold…if you remember, last year our church focus was to “be 

bold”…don’t be timid about getting involved in this class and the discussions.  But again, as we move 

through this class please remember these things…keep an open mind…be willing to look deeper than we 

might have in the past…be respectful of each other….and for lack of a better way to put this, don’t be a 

snowflake that gets your feelings hurt, pouts, and refuses to constructively discuss these things (ok, 

there probably was a better way to put that, but it sounded good to me)…II Timothy 2:14-15 

(read)…what does it say? Avoid quarreling words because it ruins everyone who hears them…it also says 

to present ourselves to God as one approved who “correctly handles the word of truth”…this class is 

important because we need to correctly understand God’s word 
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Why is this Class Necessary? 

1. We all come from different backgrounds – many of us grew up in the Church of Christ, but 

we have lots and lots of members that come from a different upbringing (some did not grow 

up in church and some from other denominations)…we all need to come together and bring 

all of our backgrounds into one strong church 

2. We all have different levels of in depth study – some are content to answer “that’s just how 

we do it” or “that’s how it’s always been done” (those of us in this category may not see the 

point to really try to put things/verses in perspective or to dig into the overall 

message)…others of us may just not like something (those of us in this category may just 

make up our mind that it doesn’t make sense, so we complain without digging into why we 

have been instructed a certain way)…both of these outlooks are wrong 

a. Hebrews 4:12 (read) – the Bible is not just a collection of words from God…it is not just 

a bunch of verses that we remove from all the other verses to support our opinions…it is 

living, life changing, and dynamic…we have to study it in a way that we can apply it to 

our own lives 

b. II Timothy 3:16-17 (read)…all scripture does come from God and is to be used for 

teaching, correcting, and training 

c. II Timothy 2:14-16 (read again)…I want to look at this again as it relates to studying…KJV 

says “study to show thyself approved”…Paul is urging Timothy to remind believers (that 

means us) not to argue over unimportant details because these arguments are 

confusing, useless, and harmful…Satan uses our disagreements to cause division and 

strife…to truly handle the word of God correctly, is to study and understand the entire 

message 

3. The world really seems to be stacked against Christianity these days – if we can’t articulate 

our beliefs, how can we really affect change 

4. Our Basic Beliefs 

a.  Why is it important to understand our basic beliefs?...we need to not only 

understand for our own benefit, we need to be ready to tell others about our hope in 

Christ as well as why we believe what we do…”I just do” is not acceptable when we are 

trying to influence others and win souls…if we really want to affect change in the world 

and be “the city on a hill” or “the light in a dark world” or “the salt of the earth”, we 

must be solid in our beliefs 

b. I Peter 3:14-16 (read)…always be prepared to give an answer to why we have hope 

through Christ 

c. II Timothy 4:2 (read)…be prepared at all times with the word of God 

d. We, the elders, operate under a pretty simple rule…if you don’t agree with something 

or you have a complaint, bring us scripture to explain your thinking…we will then 

discuss it…God’s word is our foundation, not what our personal preference is (we all 

know we can’t make everybody happy all the time, no matter what we are talking 

about in life – people have certain preferences and ways they like doing things)…some 

things we talk about in this class may not be what some of us prefer, but Marc, David, 

and I are devoted to being scriptural 
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e. Also, if you are asked why you believe something, an acceptable answer is not 

“because we’ve always done it that way”….let’s really try and understand God’s word 

f. Anything else to say or comments on why we need to know the basic beliefs of 

Christianity? 

5. Importance of Unity 

a. Why is unity important? 

b. I Peter 3:8 (read)…live in harmony with one another…love as brothers…be 

compassionate 

c. Philippians 2:1-4 (read)…be united with Christ…be united in spirit with each other 

d. I Corinthians 1:10 (read)…agree with one another so there are no divisions…perfectly 

united 

e. II Corinthians 13:11 (read)…be of one mind and live in peace…Paul’s closing words to 

the church of Corinth that he wanted them to remember is still fitting in today’s 

church…there will be problems that must be dealt with….we can’t gloss over these 

conflicts or problems, instead we deal with them through hard work and study, 

applying the principles of God’s word, bringing unity and peace 

f. Ephesians 4:1-4 (read)…be humble, patient, bear with one another, keep the 

unity…there is one body and one spirit…one God and father of all 

g. Is it always easy to remain unified? Why or why not?  How do we ensure that we 

foster a congregation that practices unity?...this class will hopefully foster that by the 

end 

6. History of the Church of Christ 

a. I’ve heard growing up that the Church of Christ is the original church.  The church has 

been around since Jesus created it.  I’ve also heard many people that I think very highly 

of saying that if a church does not call itself “The Church of Christ” that it cannot be an 

acceptable church.  I think we’ve all heard the jokes about how we think we are going 

to be the only people that make it to heaven. (Tell the joke about St. Peter showing 

new arrivals to heaven around)…so let’s be honest here: Are members of the Church 

of Christ the only people that can make it to Heaven? 

b. We’ve studied the origins of the Church of Christ before, but it has been several years 

ago.  In fact, that was the first time in my life where I ever learned it.  I think it is very 

important that, before we really dive into our long held traditions, we go back and 

discuss the origins of the Church of Christ.  The truth of the matter is “Church of Christ” 

is a man-made denomination that dates back to the early 1800’s. 

c. Stone-Campbell Movement 

1.) Churches of Christ, Christian Churches, and Disciples of Christ churches are all part 

of what is known as “the Restoration Movement” 

2.) The founders of this movement are Thomas and Alexander Campbell, Barton 

Stone, and Walter Scott...the main combined movement began around 1823 and 

continued for the next 30 to 40 years to the death of the founders 

3.) Barton Stone – a Presbyterian minister who led a church in Cane Ridge, 

Kentucky…he struggled with the Calvinist doctrines of “election”, predestination, 

and the trinity…although he struggled with some of these doctrines, he was 

ordained as the Presbyterian minister in 1798…about this same time, a great 
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revival broke out in his area of Kentucky, where he went to witness and participate 

with both Methodists and Baptists…He began to organize his own revivals, holding 

what is known as the “Cane Ridge Meeting” in 1801…he eventually withdrew from 

the Presbytery 

4.) A few years after the Stone Movement began, Thomas Campbell (also a 

Presbyterian minister) came to America from Ireland to minister in 

Pennsylvania…he tired of denominational squabbles and began to preach with 

other “Christians”…his son Thomas Alexander joined him and became an itinerant 

preacher in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia…the Campbell’s had a desire to do 

away with historic creeds…in 1809 Thomas wrote a manifesto called “Declaration 

and Address” which was a commitment to church self-reliance and focusing on 

“the Bible alone”. 

5.) In 1824, the Campbell’s met with Barton Stone and they discussed their common 

doctrine together…by 1831 the followers of both groups merged in an attempt to 

unify believers…they wanted to eliminate all denominations, but if you think about 

it, they actually just created another denomination whose interpretation of the 

Bible basically stemmed from what these three people thought…yes, the main 

thought was to return to the teachings of the original early church (Acts), but it still 

involved man’s interpretation 

6.) The fourth main leader of the Restoration Movement was Walter Scott…another 

Presbyterian minister who was from Scotland…his independent followers had 

much the same beliefs as the Campbell’s…the eventually joined in 1826, with Scott 

becoming an evangelist for the Campbells 

7.) It should be of note that when these mergers happened, there were still plenty of 

members who did not totally agree with each Biblical interpretation…in fact, only 

about half of Stone’s followers joined the merger…eventually, due to 

disagreements, this restoration movement that had joined began to divide into 

what we now know as either The Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, and Christian 

Churches 

8.) I think the important thing to take from all of this is the basic tenants of the 

Churches of Christ or Christian churches are subject to the interpretation of the 

Bible…that is why we see so many different beliefs even amongst different 

independent churches of these same denominations 

9.) The idea that I have heard espoused through the years that for a church to be an 

acceptable church, it has to be called “The Church of Christ” because that is what 

the early church was called, seems flawed to me…only once in the Bible is the term 

“church of Christ” used…Romans 16:16…during Paul’s writings here he sends 

greetings to certain people and he states “all the churches of Christ” send 

greetings…he is not using this as an official title, but a description…yes, a church is 

to be a church of Christ, because Christ is the foundation/the cornerstone, but I 

don’t think that means it has to be the actual name of the church…in fact, the 

church is referred to as “the church of God” many places in the Bible – Acts 20:28, I 

Corinthians 1:2, I Corinthinans 10:32, I Corinthians 11:22, I Corinthians 15:9, II 

Corinthians 1:1, Galatians 1:13, I Timothy 3:5 and I Timothy 3:13)…there are also 
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many times the Bible refers to the churches as “the Church of town name” - Acts 

11:22, Rom. 16:1, Col. 4:16, I Thess. 1:1, 2 Thess. 1:1, Rev. 2:1, Rev 8,12,18, and 

Rev 3:1,7,14 

10.)  So, as we go through this study, we need to realize we are going to study and 

interpret scripture…just like these men in the 1800’s…I think it is fair to say that we 

may come up with other opinions…keep an open mind and don’t get caught in the 

trap that we are the original church…instead, we strive to be a church who wants 

to be Christ-like, who believe the Bible is the divine word of God, and who follows 

the teaching of our Savior Jesus Christ 

7. Dangers of Confusing Traditions with Biblical Truths 

a. Why do we need to be able to differentiate between traditions and biblical truths? 

b. II Timothy 4:1-5 (read)…the world and even some so-called Christians do not tolerate 

sound doctrine…people teach what others want to hear, not need to hear 

c. Colossians 2:1-10 (read)…do not be taken captive by things that depend of human 

tradition…we are to be rooted and strengthened in Christ…it goes back to what I said 

earlier when we talked about “cherry picking” verses – Christ is our foundation and 

we need to look for his attributes in our interpretations 

d. Matthew 15:1-9 (read)…the Pharisees brought up a “law” that the disciples were 

breaking by not washing their hands before they ate…Jesus asked instead why they 

broke God’s law for the sake of a tradition of man…these people who put tradition 

ahead of truth are guilty of honoring God with their lips, but having their heart far 

from Him…this passage says their worship is in vain because their teachings are that of 

man 

e. As we go through this class and we examine the difference between traditions and 

truths, I think it is important we understand how we look at scripture.  We may need 

to adjust the perspective as to how we see scripture.  That is not to say we change 

scripture, we just adjust our perspective as we look at it.  Jesus came and did away 

with the old law – the law that required so many rules of doing things a certain way.  

Jesus brought with Him the Gospel.  The idea that we now have access straight to 

God.  The idea that there are now two great commands (what are they? – love the 

Lord thy God with all they heart, soul, and mind…love thy neighbor as thyself)…The 

Gospel is the lens we need to view scripture through…it may be a new way of 

seeing…look at these pictures (copies of these pictures used are attached to on page 

39 of this booklet)…what do you see?...some see an old woman, while others see an 

elegant young woman…if you change your perspective, can you see the other?  The 

second picture – some see an eaten apple core, others see two children looking at 

each other…again, change your perspective and you see the other 

f. As we look at scripture during this class, we need to use the Gospel as our 

perspective…in an article that the ministers and elders read by Scott Adair called 

“Reading Scripture Baptismally”, there are six tips on how to adjust our perspective 

and see things through the Gospel.  I want to take a few minutes to discuss these 

things. 

1.) Pyramid – scripture prioritizes its teachings…let’s look at it as a pyramid…the 

bottom of the pyramid is the foundation – this is made up of the essential, non-
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negotiable truths of Christianity (these are the commands brought to us, taught to 

us, and demonstrated for us from Jesus himself)…the second layer of the pyramid 

contain matters that can be called disputable matters, matters of conviction, or 

interpretation) – these are things that can be debated and applied by individual 

churches as long as they do not violate the basic foundation layer…the top of the 

pyramid are matters of preference or style, which we have already mentioned we 

all probably have our own preference (think about old hymns vs. more 

contemporary songs, order of worship, etc.)…we MUST understand that some 

things are more important than others – some things are an absolute must in the 

Gospel. 

2.) Gospel – this is the next adjustment of perspective, which kind of encompasses all 

that I am trying to say here…the New Testament scripture, which we know did not 

arrive at the same time Jesus arrived, refers back to some specific 

message…follow me here – the New Testament was written over a period of 

many, many years after Jesus was here on earth – these authors allude to an 

earlier teaching…think about these passages: 

a.) II Timothy 1:12-14…follow the pattern of the sound words that you have 

heard from me…guard the good deposit entrusted to you 

b.) II Timothy 2:2…what you have heard from me in the presence of many 

witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also 

c.) I Corinthians 15:2…I would remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 

you received, in which you stand, and by which you are saved…hold fast to 

what I have preached 

d.) Galatians 1:9…if anyone preaches a gospel other than the one you received, 

let him be accursed 

e.) In other words, there is a core set of teachings that held the church together 

before there was even a written New Testament…scripture does not point to 

itself as the foundation of our faith, instead it points to the gospel message 

that Jesus brought as our foundation…we must study scripture through the 

lens of the Gospel message 

f.) John 12: 44-50 (read)…we will be judged on Jesus’ words, the Gospel – so 

should we not base how we look at things through the lens of the Gospel 

8. Too many of us (myself included) are really good at “cherry picking” verses to try and 

support an argument…yet, we pay no attention to the context the verse is in…we don’t 

consider the overall culture of the time, the actual message that is relayed throughout the 

Bible with each verse fitting into a much larger plan, etc. 

a. Revelations 22:18-19 (read)…this is our go to verse when we want to argue about 

certain issues…we read one verse and say “that’s what the Bible says, so we can’t take it 

away or add to it”…I totally agree we can’t add or subtract anything from the 

Bible…however, this verse does not mean that we don’t study deeply and understand 

the entire Bible as a whole…we have to understand the culture of the time or of certain 

regions…we also have to understand that the entirety of God’s word works together 

(Psalms 119 – specifically verse 160 – American Standard Version)…we can easily find 



8 
 

verses that contradict each other if we don’t look at it in an overall fashion, interpreting 

verses in the context of the totality of the circumstances 

b. As we go through this study, we will look at several examples of how we have come to 

not take single verses at face value, but instead understand the overall gospel message 

and how each verse fits into that….don’t misunderstand what I am saying – we aren’t 

adding or subtracting anything, instead we see how it fits into the overall picture 

c. So, as we take this approach to our study what must we look for to avoid this “cherry 

picking”? 

1.) Jesus Christ is the foundation…there can be no other foundation…the moment we 

take Jesus and his attributes out of scripture is the moment we can become guilty of 

“cherry picking” verses…the Bible is only complete and fulfilled in and through Jesus 

2.) Look for God’s attributes – God is a loving God (as evidenced by his saving us)…he is 

not an impossible to please dictator 

3.) Study the Bible as a whole – as I said before, the Bible is not a collection of 

disconnected books and verses…it is intertwined stories, letters, and literary pieces 

spread out over a large period of time, put together to deliver God’s one message.  

It tells us the story of how God created a perfect world, how sin destroyed this 

perfection time and time again, how Jesus came to redeem the brokenness of the 

world and us, and how he will return again to bring glory once and for all…when we 

read and study scripture in this light, we ask ourselves what part of this overall 

narrative does it fit into…we begin to make more sense of the scripture 

4.) Different culture, different interpretation – often we cherry pick verses because we 

fail to consider that the Bible was written to a people who live, eat, work, talk, and 

interact in ways different from us.  Think about some things in the Bible – casting 

lots, birthrights, eating habits, agricultural practices, and slavery were all things of 

the culture of the times, not things of eternal value…what does remain the same are 

the eternal principles that govern culture…so, we must understand the Bible 

through the lens of our own culture if we want to make the most of the message 

and then apply it to our lives 

d. Let’s take a few minutes to “cherry pick” some verses that we could use to support an 

argument that I would like to think we probably have come to interpret and understand 

in a broader context.  We’ll confine our looking here at the New Testament, since the 

Old Testament is full of laws that we believe have been done away with (ex. Leviticus 

19:28…no tattoos) 

1.) I Corinthians 11: 14-15…men should not have long hair, women should have long 

hair…we could take those two verses and build our doctrine around it…however, we 

understand Paul was talking about that specific culture and saying we are to be 

honorable inside our culture – at that time and that culture, men with long hair 

were male prostitutes, while women with short hair were also prostitutes…this 

would have made it hard for people to be believable witnesses for God 

2.) I Corinthians 5:11…don’t even eat with a sinner…that is what that verse alone 

appears to say, but we understand the overall message – it doesn’t mean we can’t 

associate, eat, or visit with a family member that may be living in sin – we have to 

associate with the people of the world or we could never carry out the command to 
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tells others of our salvation…taken out of context, this verse destroys the exact 

message Jesus brought 

3.) I Timothy 2: 9-10…women can’t have braided hair or wear gold/pearls…no 

jewelry…do we really think that one verse should stand alone…no, we take the 

entire context and understand that we are to be modest and gentle, with a loving 

character…our behavior and dress should express submission and respect to God 

4.) We could go on and on, but I think we get the point.  So, as we move forward in this 

Bible study of truths and traditions, let’s not be guilty of “cherry picking” one 

verse…we look at the entire context and the Bible as a whole….think back to Tim’s 

sermon a couple weeks ago titled “Straight outta Context” 

9. Personally, I can say that the first 35 years or so of my life, I didn’t bother diving in to what I 

was told or what I thought I knew growing up…I just took everything as “the gospel”…the 

past 10 years or so, I have been much more intentional with my studies…this has led me to 

changing my thoughts on some issues…it has also strengthened my belief on other issues 

that the world or even other denominations do not agree with…I remember having a 

discussion with a long time Church of Christ minister a couple of years ago – he told me that 

over the years he gave many sermons on things that he wished he never would have 

preached, because he had since grown to understand the real message and not just reciting 

long held views 

10. Also, we elders have had so many discussions about certain issues – these issues that find 

our members very staunchly on one side or the other….I have learned so much from Marc 

and David these last few years…I can honestly say I think we are in total agreement on these 

issues – if we are going to lead this congregation, I think it is imperative that everyone hears 

our views and everyone studies together…we have a strong desire to make sure we are a 

church who follows the teachings of Christ and the Word of God…I heard Marc say this a 

couple of weeks ago, “too many people are converted to the church instead of being 

converted to Christ”…we want to make sure that we are a group of Christ followers, not 

people who follow a “church” 

11. Finally, as it relates to the “trouble” portion of this class – I am a firm believer that there are 

some things in our world today that are contributing to the decline in Christianity…things 

that are acceptable to the world, that become too easy for us to fall into or to find 

acceptable…we will look at a few of these issues in this class…we are called to be different 

than the world – we need to make sure that we are 

a. There are things in this world that have become so acceptable, churches are in danger 

of letting them enter their doctrine…to avoid the risk of taking a stand, we turn the 

other way and just go along with the flow 

b. There are also other things that are not necessarily against the word of God on the 

surface, but become wrong based on how we use or do them…that will make more 

sense later in the quarter as we look at some things that I see as huge areas of trouble 

c. We are called to be different than the world…if we are going to be different, there are 

many of the things in today’s culture we must reject and avoid 

1.) Romans 12:1-2 (read)…don’t conform to the world, but be transformed 

2.) I Peter 2:4-10 (read)…chosen people, a royal priesthood 

3.) Philippians 2:12-18 (read)…be blameless in a crooked and depraved generation 
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Topics We Will Cover 

I have some idea of where this class will go throughout the quarter.  I have certain topics that we for 

sure will dive into.  Some topics may be one class, while others will take more time.  We will spend 

however many weeks we need on any given topic to make sure we are studying it as deeply as possible 

to come to an understanding. 

1. What are some of the beliefs of the Church of Christ that some in the church, in other 

denominations, or in the world would debate on whether it is Biblical truth or a tradition? 

- Things mentioned by class: musical instruments, weekly communion, baptism, we are right 

vs. other denominations are wrong, women’s roles in worship 

 

 

2. What are some things you guys see in the world that we, as Christians, need to make sure we 

don’t let become troubles for us? 

- Ended up not getting to any of the troubles portion of the class due to the length of the truth 

vs. tradition 

- Some trouble topics I had planned on talking about – the prevalence and acceptance of 

sexual sins by Christians (homosexuality, gender identity, etc.), the inappropriate use of 

social media and technology (sowing dissention and not demonstrating what we are called 

to do/be on platforms such as Facebook), etc. 

- Maybe we will have a class on these things at a future time 
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Truth, Tradition, and Troubles 

Women’s Roles 

 

Introduction 

So, we are about to start looking at the role of women in the church, specifically women participating in 

worship services in upfront roles.  This is the topic that a whole lot of you have been anxiously awaiting.  

It’s also a topic that I anticipate might have some of the biggest differences of opinions.  We’ve got three 

weeks left in the quarter and I am fine if it takes the entire time to work our way through this.  In fact, if 

we go longer than three weeks, which I am confident that it will, so be it.  We will continue as long as it 

takes. 

Now, since there are probably some pretty diverse opinions, I want to take a couple of minutes to 

remind us of a few things that we have talked about earlier in the class and tried to exhibit each week: 

1. We do not have a spirit of timidity (II Timothy 1:7)…we all should feel comfortable enough by 

now to be able to boldly speak and not leave anything left unsaid that you might wish you would 

have said 

2. We must also remember the words Paul wrote to Timothy (II Timothy 2:14-15) when the 

instruction was to avoid quarreling words…when we do speak boldly, we still must do so in a 

manner that does not provoke others with anger or frustration…we’ve done a really good job at 

this so far in the class and I anticipate that will continue…above all else, we need to strive to 

maintain unity…we earlier studied that we are to live in harmony with one another (I Peter 3:8), 

be united with Christ and in spirit with one another (Philippians 2:1-4), be perfectly united 

without division (I Corinthians 1:10), and to be of one mind living in peace with each other (II 

Corinthians 13:11) 

3. That same passage (II Timothy 2:14-15) also talks about “correctly handling the word of truth” 

or as the KJV says “study to show thyself approved” – if we are going to have an honest look at 

women’s roles, we need to make sure we are handling the scripture correctly.  As we have 

discussed previously, it is not about our preferences or dismissing sound Biblical interpretation 

simply because “that’s the way we’ve always believed or the way we’ve always done it”.  We 

have looked at some specific ways we should be studying God’s word: 

a. Don’t cherry pick a verse, instead we understand that the Bible is not a series of unrelated 

verses…we look at scripture as a whole and how it all fits together 

b. We examine, study, and understand the context of the passage – the context of who is was 

written to, why it was written, the culture of the times, etc. 

c. We look at every issue through the lens of the Gospel message – how does it relate to the 

things Jesus taught, commanded, and demonstrated 

d. Finally, we understand that we can look at scripture like a pyramid…there is a foundational 

layer of building blocks that are undisputable – they are the basic building blocks that 

support everything…things such as God creating the world, Jesus being crucified, buried, and 

resurrected to save us from our sin, God’s grace and forgiveness, and the two great 

commands on how we are to live our lives(Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, 
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and soul and to love others as yourself)…then there is a layer of blocks that are not a matter 

of our salvation, but instead of interpretation – this is where so many topics that have 

caused division fall into, and it is where I firmly believe women’s roles fall into…finally, there 

is a top few blocks of the pyramid that don’t support anything at all, instead they are just 

matters of pure preference 

4. The last thing I want to remind everybody of before we dive in, is Hebrews 4:12 – For the word 

of God is living and active…what does that mean?...I think it means that we can continually 

learn new things from scripture no matter how often we look at it…the scripture is relevant for 

all people and for all culture…the world is way different now than it was when the scripture was 

written, yet it is still just as applicable today as it was originally – it just that we can apply the 

principles and teachings in a different way or for different circumstances 

a. A few weeks ago, Joni sent me a quote from a Church of Christ preacher that I think is pretty 

powerful… 

b. “20 or 30 years from now, I hope that Emily and Paisley (I assume the writer’s daughters) 

are somewhere correcting things that I am preaching now.  Not because I hope I’m wrong 

about something but because I will be (just as every generation before me who were doing 

their best were wrong on something).  No amount of attempting to listen to the Holy Spirit 

and study will make my words/views/understandings/insight/interpretations infallible.  One 

of the worst things that could happen would be for one of them to fear embracing new 

information that’s contradictory to something I said, just because I said it.  Let’s all do our 

best, but realize we won’t ever get it all right, and teach those around us that’s okay” 

c. So, why might we get something wrong, and maybe have it wrong for a long time…first, 

sometimes in our quest to make sure we follow every single “rule”, we miss the larger 

picture of scripture…secondly, we might get it wrong because we just go with the 

interpretation because that’s how we were taught – that old “that’s how it’s always been 

done.”…then third, we might not be wrong at all for our culture/the times we are living in, 

but when times change 20 or 30 years later, how we once interpreted or applied a passage 

can take on a whole different meaning – the way it has always been done may no longer be 

right…we may not have been wrong originally, but refusing to see that the world is now 

different can make us wrong – I will go further into this as we go through the study 

 

So…women’s roles!  I’m not going to lie, I have had a hard time figuring out how to start this study.  I’m 

not sure why.  I have had pages of notes, thoughts, and passages for months, but just have not been 

able to figure out how to organize it and get us going.  I’ve asked a few people their thoughts on how 

best to kick this off and I have to say that I haven’t gotten much help.  I mean, the best option I got was 

for me to put up one of those Facebook memes about changing my mind – which I didn’t even realize 

was a thing until last week.  That’s when somebody posts a statement and then says “change my mind”.  

Like – Camaros are more awesome than Corvettes, change my mind or Hotdogs are sandwiches, change 

my mind.  So, I guess I could state my belief on women’s roles, then say change my mind and see what 

you have to say. 

Seriously though, here’s the deal.  We are not studying this topic just because we can or to be funny.  I 

absolutely believe this is one of the most serious issues facing Churches of Christ today.  As an elder, 

whether some of you know it or not, I can without a doubt tell you that women participating in worship 
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is a huge issue right here at Mitchell Church of Christ.  We have women and young ladies that have 

expressed a deep desire to fulfill their Spiritual gifts by participating in worship.  We have parents with 

daughters who also strongly believe in this issue.  So, even though all the other things we have discussed 

in this class have been important for us to look at to understand our history and our basic beliefs, 

women participating in worship is an absolute necessity for us to study as a congregation. 

This has been discussed here at MCOC for several years.  If you remember, we used to start Sunday 

morning worship with “Kingdom Kids” – when all the kids of a certain age came up on the stage and 

were led in a short lesson.  Often times, this lesson was led by a woman.  We had people in this 

congregation who refused to enter the church until it was over.  Then, as the kids got older and the 

number up front had dwindled, Kingdom Kids continued probably past its effectiveness – why, because 

ministers and the then church leaders knew it was important to keep a woman’s presence in some role 

up front.  When David, Marc, and I joined the eldership, the topic of women’s roles were already being 

debated.  Allen led a class a few years ago, with the goal of really addressing this topic.  For a variety of 

reasons, the class kind of fell apart before a meaningful discussion and study really took place.  Also, it is 

no secret that periodically over the past couple of years we have had women and young ladies to read – 

both from their seat and from up front – during certain special services. 

What I’m getting at, is that this has been a huge topic for a long time.  Marc, David, and I have spent a 

lot of time these past few years discussing and studying women’s roles, all the while praying for God’s 

guidance.  It is past time for this class, so here we are. 

 

Let’s Get Started 

How do I start it?  I still don’t know the best way, but let’s just look at scripture. 

1. I Corinthians 14: 34-35 

a. If we look at his passage on its own, just plucking it out of the scripture as a whole or 

examining it in light of the culture, what does Paul say about women in church? – women 

are to remain silent and are not allowed to speak 

2. I Timothy 2: 11-12 

a. Just looking at this verse standing alone, outside the realm of context, culture, or scripture 

as a whole, what does Paul say here? – women should learn quietly, be in submission, not 

teach, and must be silent 

3. There are no more passages in this entire Bible that forbids women from participating in 

worship (less than 0.03% of the Bible addresses this issue).  But, Greg, we just read two passages 

that tells women to be silent.  Absolutely, we did…end of discussion, right?  Not so fast, let’s 

remember what we’ve learned in this class and what Tim even preached a sermon on – we don’t 

just cherry pick a verse to build a decree or doctrine upon.  Instead, we look at the entirety of 

scripture, look at the context, and understand the audience/culture.  Let’s dive deeper into the 

specific passages.  Once we do this, we will examine how they fit in to today’s church. 
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I Corinthians 14:34-35 

1. Let’s go back and examine this passage.  In fact, so we aren’t just grabbing one verse, let’s look 

at the context and read verses 26-40 

a. Who is Paul writing to? – the church of Corinth 

b. What specifically is Paul addressing with the Corinthian church in this part of his letter? – 

orderly worship services 

c. What seems to be the problem going on with the church of Corinth here? – looks like to 

me that worship services or disorganized and chaotic, with everybody talking over 

everybody else, making it impossible to have a true worship experience…only a few people 

should have been speaking in tongues, and only one at a time, however, it appears many 

people were doing it and all trying to speak at same time…it appears the same thing was 

happening with the prophets (those preaching the word) – everyone was talking over each 

other and no one was able to sit and listen, to carefully weight what was said…finally, lots of 

women were speaking out during the worship 

1.) What, specifically, does it look like the women were doing here when they spoke out? 

– looks like, according to verse 35, they were questioning or confronting the speakers in 

public 

2.) Why would this be a big deal? – in the Corinthian culture of that time, women were 

supposed to be in full submission to men…it was not allowed for a woman to confront a 

man in public (not just in church, but at any time) 

3.) Against the Culture of the Time – so, since it was not permissible in the culture, the fact 

that women were questioning the men in church was a huge disruption, adding to the 

disorder of the worship service 

2. Now, if we look at this passage without any consideration for the culture and we just try to 

make a case for women not participating in worship services, I have a couple of questions that 

arise just taking this verse at a surface level… 

a. Women should remain silent in the church – what is the church? – isn’t the church all the 

Christians, not a building…so, shouldn’t women be silent anytime they are around other 

believers – we understand that to be silly…we also understand there is context to the 

passage and it is about orderly worship (even though the specific verse we use doesn’t say 

that) 

b. Women are to remain silent in the church – what does it mean to be silent? – it would 

actually mean to not make any noise…women shouldn’t even be singing, because that is 

making noise and not remaining silent…you might say that is silly, Greg, a woman singing 

does not cause disorder…that is correct when you look at the context of what this passage is 

about – maintaining order 

c. My point is this, how can we understand the context for part of the passage, but not for all 

of it.  When looked at in the context of maintaining order, can anyone make a case to me 

that a woman could not participate in worship service as long as they do so orderly? – in 

other words, on the schedule and planned ahead of time 

3. Finally, we have to understand this was a letter from Paul to the church at Corinth.  He is not 

giving a command for all of eternity.  He is addressing a specific problem with a specific church 

at that time.  I don’t think it is a stretch to say that Paul saw a problem (or heard of a problem), 

so to address it, he gave a specific instruction to keep divisions from happening until he had a 
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chance to go to them and teach them in person.  In fact, look at I Corinthians 11:34 – Paul ends 

this chapter by saying he would give further directions once he actually goes to the Corinthian 

church in person – this is not a command for all time, but instead a way to stop the silly 

divisiveness until further teaching could take place. 

 

I Timothy 2: 11-12 

1. Now, let’s go back and look at our scripture we read in I Timothy.  In fact, let’s read all of 

chapter 2. 

a. Who is writing this letter to Timothy? – Paul 

b. What was the purpose for Paul writing this letter to Timothy? – to give encouragement 

and instruction to Timothy 

c. Specifically, here in chapter 2, what is Paul giving Timothy instruction on? – some things 

that should be going on in worship 

d. Verse 8 – men everywhere are to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing – 

do we lift up our hands when we pray – No, why?...because we understand the context and 

the point of the verse…it is impossible to pray a righteous prayer if we have anger and strife 

with others in our lives because that does not please God…the lifting up holy hands is 

understood, in view of the entire scripture, as an expression relating back to passages in the 

Old Testament (such as I Kings 8:22, Psalms 28:2 and Isaiah 1:15) where there is mention of 

lifting hands up when praying and crying out to God….but, there are also dozens of passages 

where prayer occurred without lifting hands….furthermore, there is no such thing as hands 

being holy…this is a figure of speech, where a part is used for the whole – it is addressing 

that whoever prays should be holy…my point is we understand this is not an exact 

command because we get the context 

e. Verses 9-10…does this really mean a woman should not braid her hair or wear gold 

jewelry and pearl necklaces or wear pricey clothes? – no, again we understand the 

context…the point is we are to dress modestly and decent…we should be known for our 

good deeds – that should be what gets others attention 

f. Verse 15 – do we believe that a woman can only be saved if they have kids? – no, again we 

understand the context of scripture as a whole…this probably refers to the fact that we can 

be saved through Jesus, who was born of a woman 

g. Verses 11-12...why would Paul say that women are to be silent and learn in quietness and 

submission? – wouldn’t it go back to what we said on the I Corinthians 14 passage where 

women publically questioning men was not allowed in the culture…also, in this first century 

Jewish culture, women were not allowed to study like the men…women were not as learned 

as the men at that time…Paul was acknowledging the culture and that women wtill needed 

to hear the word – this was an amazing new opportunity for women and Paul did not want 

them abusing and ruining this opportunity by speaking out, causing disputes in the culture 

of the time…let’s consider this as well – we focus on the “can’t” in this verse, but skip over 

or miss that Paul is now saying women should “learn” – this is actually giving women the 

opportunity to do something (learn and be taught) that they were not previously allowed to 

do in that culture (brings to mind the story of Mary and Martha – Mary was learning at the 

feet of Jesus, much to the dismay of Martha and others…the culture of the times was for the 



16 
 

women to be doing what Martha was doing – preparing food and taking care of house…yet, 

Jesus rebukes that idea and says Mary is doing what she should be doing – disregarding the 

culture and moving women’s rights forward 

h. Verse 12 – why would Paul say a woman should not teach? – first, women here in the 

Ephesian church were just being afforded the opportunity to learn and study…since they 

were new believers who were not well studied and knowledgeable, most did not have the 

ability to be able to teach (it would be the same for new believing men, we would not 

expect them to be able to teach others as they are first learning)…secondly, the Ephesian 

church was having a problem with false teachers leading new, weaker believers astray – 

women were especially susceptible to that (II Timothy 3: 6)…we also often use this verse to 

say a woman can’t teach a man (this will be rebutted as we talk later about Priscilla), but if 

we just read this verse at face value, it actually says a woman can’t teach – we obviously 

have let women teach other women and children, which at face value would be against this 

verse…again, we must consider the context and the reasoning Paul would write this – it is 

because in the culture and that time, women were not learned enough to teach, because 

they had never been given the opportunity to even learn…some might direct their thoughts 

to Titus 2:1-15 at this time and try to show that women should only teach young women – a 

careful reading of the Titus passage is not even talking about worship or Bible classes – it is 

talking about “right” living, the examples set in everyday lives (women should lead their 

lives in such a way it sets the example to younger women on how to love their husband and 

kids)…in fact, that same Titus passage (v. 15) talks about how to treat slaves – we surely 

don’t believe that slavery is alright – Paul is addressing a specific culture at a specific time 

and moving things forward and fairly 

i. Verse 12 – woman cannot have authority over a man (KJV says cannot “usurp” 

authority)…we sometimes use that part to show that a woman should not be up front in 

worship – does someone who is up front leading communion, reading, praying, etc. have 

authority over those in the congregation? – in other words, if Tom was up front leading the 

communion meditation, does anyone feel he is superior to you or has any authority over 

you? – no, just participating in worship does not give us authority over anyone…if the elders 

allow someone to participate, than whoever it is cannot be accused of usurping 

authority…in fact, is it not only NOT a position of authority, it is actually an act of service – 

service to God and service to every single person in attendance…serving is what we are all 

called to do 

I Corinthians 11: 1-16 

1. Although we didn’t read this at first, I think it is vitally important to read and acknowledge what 

it says – this will help add context to the scripture as a whole 

2. We saw how we could pick out the previous two scriptures and try to say women should be 

silent.  I think we have demonstrated that is not the case, however, let’s just not take our word 

for it…let’s see what Paul says here in chapter 11 

3. This is from the same letter to the Corinthian church…what is Paul addressing here? – propriety 

in worship…he spends a great deal of time here addressing whether men and women should 

have their heads covered while praying and prophesying…this was another matter of contention 

in the church at that time…I get the feeling that Paul is saying, “what in the world…you guys 
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argue and disagree about things that don’t even matter” – sounds like what we, as the church, 

has done for years…I really think Paul is saying that believers should act and behave in a manner 

that is appropriate for their culture…in verse 13, he even says to “judge for yourselves” – I think 

he is asking them to decide if the head coverings and hair length is appropriate for their culture 

4. One thing is clear, however, it is apparent that women were praying and prophesying in 

public…Paul never once in this passage says a woman should not being doing these things 

Culture 

I think we have established that to understand what Paul is saying in all these passages, we have to 

understand the culture of the times.  We have discussed what the culture then was like and why women 

might not have a prominent role during worship. 

1. What about now, in our culture that we live in? - our culture is now different…women are very 

learned, just as much as men…women are afforded the same opportunities as men in 

society…women lead huge companies and are no longer relegated to a submissive role, women 

can be president, women have so many more rights and abilities than they did in the first 

century 

a. Yes, just because something is accepted in culture does not mean it is alright in God’s eyes – 

specifically if something is an abomination or a sin in the eyes of God, yet the world has 

accepted it (homosexuality, selfishness, greed, promiscuity in marriage, etc), we do not 

condone those things because it is sinful….being a woman is not a sin 

b. if we tell our young women they can be anything they want in this world, but we won’t let 

you speak in church then what in the world are we telling them…think about the large 

departure from the church by young people, especially as they go off to college and on their 

own 

c. I would go so far as to say that in the 50’s or 60’s, allowing women to have an upfront role in 

worship might have not been alright for the culture….not that it was wrong in God’s eyes 

(theologically), but because men were still seen as the leaders while women were more 

submissive (culturally)…women had a role in the culture like June Cleaver…allowing women 

to participate in that culture could have still had detrimental effects on the church 

d. But today, there is no hint of it being inappropriate for a woman to speak in public, to lead 

meetings, to question, to teach, or to really do anything at all 

e. We cannot apply things from the first century culture to today’s culture…it goes back to 

what I said earlier – the word of God is living and active…we must be able to study and apply 

things to our current world and situation…those basic building blocks of the pyramid stay 

the same forever and can be applied no matter what generation we are in, but those middle 

blocks of interpretation can be looked at in view of the culture, putting them in the proper 

context 

f. If you want to say that we should not apply scripture in a different way in our culture than 

they did in the first century, then what about our thoughts on – long/short hair on men and 

women, women wearing jewelry, and especially slavery (lots of passages, including Paul, 

talking about how to treat slaves – yet we don’t think slavery is right…keeping women in a 

submissive role is the same idea) 
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Equality of Men and Women 

1. If we go back and look at I Corinthians 11: 1-16 again, we see some references to equality 

between man and woman 

a. They are not independent…woman came from man (Eve created from Adam’s rib), but yet 

all men come from women (in child birth) 

b. Everything comes from God…there is a tone of equality in God’s eyes there between male 

and female…I do believe that man is to be the head of the house, but not ruling over the 

woman (instead to love her as Christ loved us (willing to give up his life for her) and as the 

example for the rest of the household) 

2. Genesis 1,2,3 

a. Both man and woman were created in God’s image 

b. The creative intent was for equality 

c. When sin entered the world, one of the curses of the sin was that man would rule over the 

woman…not because God wanted the man to rule over the woman, but because of sin men 

would try and exercise authority over the woman and hold them down 

d. Should we not strive for perfection…even the earth and all creation longs to be liberated 

from the bondage of sin and decay (Romans 8:18-27) 

3. Galatians 3: 26-29 

a. All who are baptized into Christ are sons of God 

b. There is no distinction between slave or free, Jew or Greek, male or female…we are all one 

in Christ Jesus 

c. It just doesn’t get much plainer than that for me 

4. I do think it is important to note here that the idea of men and women being equal does not 

mean we are to take away the differences in men and women…God did create both man and 

woman…we are different and should rejoice in our differences…we certainly do not go along 

with the culture that there are dozens of genders and we just get to pick what we are…men and 

women have roles they are each to perform – we are not minimizing that at all…society seems 

to want to tell us there is no differences at all – that is patently false based on all kinds of 

scripture.  However, a careful study of the scripture (as we are now doing) does demonstrate 

that there is no difference in the gifts the Holy Spirit gives based on gender….there are very few 

scriptural differences in what men and women can do during worship 

 

Equality in Spiritual Gifts 

1. I Corinthians 12: 1-31…no distinction between whether women or men get certain gifts…verse 

31 says we should eagerly desire the greater gifts (this doesn’t mean some gifts are better, but it 

means we should discover all the ways we can serve Christ’s body with all the gifts we have 

been given…our gifts are not for our own advancement, but for serving God and enhancing the 

whole body of believers) 

2. Romans 12: 1-8…one body, many members…again, no distinction between male and 

female…use your given spiritual gifts 

3. I Thessalonians 5:19…do not smother the gifts of the Holy Spirit…are we smothering God given 

gifts when we silence women 
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a. If a woman feels the strong desire to participate and she has the God given gift to do so, 

what if we smother those gifts…we may hear the words of Jesus in Matthew 23: 13-14 (we 

are condemned for shutting the Kingdom of Heaven in men’s faces. 

4. I Peter 4:11…whoever speaks or renders service should do so speaking the very words of God – 

note it says “whoever” speaks…women would be included in “whoever” 

5. Let’s think about these scriptures closely…God gives each of us spiritual gifts…these gifts are not 

based on gender…both men and women can be given the same gifts – both men and women are 

then supposed to use those gifts….if a woman has been given the gift to teach or publically 

speak God’s word, she should use it…whatever gift you are given, you are expected to use it 

fully…likewise, just because someone is a male does not mean they have the spiritual gift to 

publically speak and participate…we must NOT say that only men get certain gifts, while only 

women get the other gifts…gifts are given to everyone and are not given by God based on 

gender 

6. Joel 2:28-29…Joel was a prophet of God…in other words, God gave Joel the words he was to 

speak…what does he say here about the Holy Spirit? – God will pour out his Spirit on ALL 

people…sons and DAUGHTERS will prophesy…God will pour out His Spirit in those days on both 

men and WOMEN 

7. Acts 2:17-18…think about this for a minute…Acts 2 is considered the start of the church as we 

know it…we base almost every single part of our church on this chapter… Peter is preaching on 

the day of Pentecost and he quotes the prophet Joel…Peter says that God will pour out his Spirit 

on ALL people and that both sons and DAUGHTERS will prophesy…it is plain as day – both men 

and women get the Holy Spirit and will use them (including prophesying – preaching and 

spreading God’s word)…how can we try and say that God does not want a woman using any gift 

they are given? – we disregard these passages by quoting the I Corinthians 14 and I Timothy 2 

passages, yet when we only look at those two passages, we ignore that they were written to 

specific churches for specific problems…we MUST examine the Bible as a whole – if we do this, 

we clearly see that it is wrong to not let women use their God given spiritual gifts 

 

Examples of Women in Prominent Roles 

1. Deborah 

a. Judges 2: 16…God raised up the Judges to save Israel 

b. Judges 3…lists the first three judges that God raised up…Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar 

c. Judges 4: 1-6…Deborah 

1.) She was described as a prophetess – a female prophet…what is a prophet? – an 

individual who is regarded as being in direct contact of God, who spoke on God’s behalf 

at His direction, delivering messages and teachings from God 

2.) She held court under the Palm of Deborah 

3.) The Isreaelites came to her to have their disputes settled…the rest of Judges 4 and 5 led 

and saved Isreael 

2. Huldah 

a. II Chronicles 34:22-28 and II Kings 22:14-20 

b. Prophetess – a female prophet (someone God used to speak for Him) 

c. Gave guidance to Josiah and the priests and sparked a renewed religious reform 
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3. Phoebe – Romans 16:1-2 

a. Here in Paul’s epistle to the Romans, he mentions Phoebe…she was a notable woman in the 

church of Cenchreae (a village in Corinth) 

b. Different translations use different words to describe her – some say a servant, some say 

helper 

c. In the original Greek, Paul used the words “diakonon” (deacon) and “prostatis” (helper of 

many)…these words that Paul, himself, used seems to show that Phoebe was in a leadership 

position in the church 

d. Most Biblical scholars believe she is who Paul entrusted to deliver his letter to the 

Romans…at any rate, Paul was listing her credentials since the Roman church would not 

have known her 

4. Romans 16: 6-15 

a. Paul sends specific greetings to people that he listed as hard workers for the Lord 

b. Mary (v.6), Junias – wife of Andronicus (v.7) seems to be named as an outstanding apostle 

(think about that – not just an apostle, but an outstanding apostle) – apostles taught and 

spread the word of God, Tryphena and Tryphosa (v.12), Persis (v.12), Julia and the sister of 

Nereus (v.15) 

c. Now, granted there is no mention of exactly what their role was, but it is apparent that Paul 

is placing these women in equality with the men he mentions as it relates to their roles in 

the churches 

5. Priscilla – Acts 18: 18-26 (specifically verses 24-26) 

a. Priscilla taught Apollos the baptism of Christ 

b. It should be noted that Apollos is described as a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of 

the Scriptures who spoke with great fervor, teaching about Jesus accurately…Priscilla not 

only taught a man, but a man who was actually preaching 

6. Anna 

a. Luke 2:36-38…spoke to God and proclaimed His truth day and night at the temple 

b. She was a prophetess who, once she met Mary and Joseph, then began to speak/teach 

about Jesus to all – not just to women or children – she told/taught everyone she 

encountered in the temple about Jesus 

7. Who did Jesus first reveal himself to after being risen? 

a. Matthew 28: 1-10…Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (mother of James) 

b. Luke 24: 1-10…Mary Magdalene, Mary (mother of James) and Joanna 

c. John 20: 10-18…Mary 

d. Jesus did not do anything by accident.  Why would he not reveal himself first to Peter or one 

of the other apostles?  I feel like there is a reason Jesus showed himself first to the women – 

maybe because they had not fled or denied him…they were the most dedicated 

workers/followers of Jesus? 

8. There are many more women we could talk about throughout the entirety of scripture, but I 

think we see the point – women have always had important roles as leaders, teachers, 

preachers, judges, prophets, etc. for God…we cannot overlook this and discard them based on 

two verses we take out of context/culture…ask yourself this – if a woman has the spiritual gift 

and ability to win souls to God through participating in public worship, why would God not want 

her to do so? – it makes no sense…God wants souls won, no matter if it is by a man or a woman 
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Lester’s Teaching Week 

See attached notes from Lester – he led one week of class…his notes are attached at the back of this 

booklet. 

 

Quick Recap 

Over the course of the last month and a half, we’ve covered a lot of ground as it relates to women’s 

roles in worship.  As we move into these next couple of weeks where we are going to wrap up our study, 

I think it is necessary to highlight some things we have discussed in-depth, which I think have taken a 

possibly sensitive topic with diverse opinions and made God’s intent and desire very clear.  These 

important points are the following: 

1. We didn’t study this issue through the lenses of that’s how I was taught and how I’ve always 

believed, or that’s how I was raised, or that’s how I prefer it.  Instead, we have studied by letting 

the Holy Spirit lead our hearts and our minds, doing exactly what we are instructed to do over 

and over in scripture.  We have constantly dived deep into scripture, challenging our selves to 

truly understand.  It hasn’t always been easy for all of us to fairly examine our long-held beliefs 

and understandings.  But I think it is imperative to understand that letting the Holy Spirit lead us 

is not necessarily supposed to be easy.  Growing and transforming into the type of Christians 

God wants us to be should take us out of our comfort zone – that just reinforces that we are not 

content with the status quo, but instead that we have a strong desire to totally understand and 

comprehend God’s desire for us and all people. 

2. We have studied this topic exactly the way we should study and discuss every topic.  We do not 

“cherry-pick” verses out at random.  Instead, we must study the entirety of scripture together, 

because the sum of God’s words is truth.  While doing this, we have seen that: 

a. God created both male and female in His image and both were given dominion over the 

animals and the created world.  The creative intent was not for man to rule over the female, 

but because sin entered the world, one of the curses would be for women to be oppressed 

by man.  We should understand, however, that Christians are called to strive for Holy living 

and move towards removing sin and its effects from our own lives and worship. 

b. We also see that throughout the entirety of scripture, God places a premium on women.  

We looked at several examples of women who served in roles such as judges, prophets, 

deaconesses, apostles, teachers, public praying, public preaching, and much more.  Women 

such as Deborah, Huldah, Phoebe, Junias, Priscilla, Anna and many others fulfilled these 

roles. 

3. We have also studied this topic through the lens of Jesus’ gospel message. 

a. Jesus placed a premium on women’s involvement in both learning and spreading God’s plan 

– think about things like Jesus making sure everyone was clear that Mary learning at his feet 

was exactly what she should be doing instead of fitting in with cultural norms, that women 

were financially supporting his ministry, and that women were the first people He revealed 

his resurrection to so the women would be the ones going to tell others about it. 

b. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit.  What have we learned as we studied?  The Holy Spirit, and 

its subsequent gifts, were promised to all people, both male and female.  In Joel, we saw 

where it was prophesied that both male and female would receive the Holy Spirit and would 
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be praying, prophesying, and preaching.  We saw where Peter preached on Pentecost (Acts 

2 – the chapter we as the Church of Christ hold dearly as the beginning of the church) that 

both male and female would be getting the Holy Spirit and would be praying and preaching.  

We saw in multiple places in the New Testament, when talking about the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, that all believing Christians (both male and female) would receive spiritual gifts.  

These gifts included being teachers, preachers, praying, prophesying, etc.  There was never 

any talk that these gifts were divided based on a Christian’s gender.  We also see clearly that 

we are each to use our God given gifts and that none of us are supposed to try and put out 

another’s gift. 

c. We are told that all who are baptized are baptized into Christ and are the sons of God – that 

is both male and female.  We are even told that there is no distinction at all between slave 

or free, Jew or Greek, male or female in Christ Jesus.  No matter our background, our 

heritage, or our gender, we have a place in Christ.  And because we have this place in Christ, 

we all receive his spiritual gifts. 

4. We have also saw plainly in I Corinthians 11 that women were prophesying, preaching, and 

praying in public worship.  Paul does not condemn this, instead he is scolding the church at 

Corinth for arguing about the stupid, non-important issue of whether the woman should have 

her head covered while doing these things.  He does not say for women to not do these things, 

instead he is saying to quit arguing about the head coverings, because there is no set practice 

and they need to decide for themselves. 

5. We have also studied this topic using the pyramid method.  We have to understand that there 

are certain, non-negotiable, basic tenants of our faith.  These things, such as God creating the 

world, Jesus being born, crucified, and resurrected, God’s grace and forgiveness, and the two 

great commandments as given by Jesus.  We also realize there is a middle section of this 

pyramid that is not a matter of salvation, but instead of interpretation.  This interpretation is 

based on seeing scripture as a whole, the Gospel message, and the contextual/cultural times.  

This is the section that our two passages (I Corinthians 14: 34-35 and I Timothy 2:11-12) about 

women being silent in worship fall.  Why do they fall there? – it is pretty clear when we consider 

these things: 

a. Paul wrote his letters to specific churches, with specific problems, during a specific cultural 

time period.  To deny this fact, the following would be true… 

b. Paul would have given these commands to every church that he wrote to (obviously he did 

not) 

c. Paul’s letters are either All culturally and specific church related, or NONE of the letters are.  

What do I mean?  We can’t pick and choose which parts of Paul’s letters we want to take 

literal as all time commands, and which parts we see as being a theme instead of specific 

commands for ever and ever.  For example, if we say nothing that Paul wrote is specific to 

the culture and times, we would have to acknowledge that slavery is an OK practice, that 

women should not wear jewelry, women should not have braided or fancy hairstyles (to 

probably include dying their hair), women should not have a short hair-do, men can’t be a 

Christian if they have long hair, we should not ever eat meals with anyone (including family) 

that have sinned and committed adultery, and the list goes on and on.  We would also have 

to acknowledge that the statement of women remaining silent when the church comes 

together, involves much more than up front participation in worship.  After all, the church is 

not a building, it is the Christians themselves that make up the church.  Therefore, if we take 
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these statements literally, anytime church members get together, women would have to be 

silent – this would include pitch-ins, times of fellowship, singing during worship, 

commenting during Bible class, etc.  We would also have to take literal the term “women 

should not teach” – yes, the I Timothy passage states two things: women should not teach 

and women should not usurp the authority of a man.  Taken literally, a woman should not 

teach anyone, not even other women or children.  We have always been smart enough to 

realize that many of these things are not all-time commands and are specific things, to 

specific churches, during a specific time.  They represent themes such as being a good 

witness for God, being humble and modest in our actions and appearance, and having order 

during worship service.  Since it is obvious that many of these things are related specifically 

to the culture, certain churches, and times we MUST acknowledge that all of Paul’s letters 

are written in that fashion.  We don’t pick and choose, instead we interpret all of them the 

say way – scripture as a whole and the gospel message. 

d. In addition, we have to acknowledge that Paul’s letters are to specific churches, specific 

people, at specific times in culture or we disregard his own words – “we have no other 

practice on the matter, so judge for yourselves” and “I will have more to say and further 

teaching when I come to you”.  We would also have to acknowledge that Paul contradicts 

himself in his letters, even the same letter.  His letter to the Corinthian church both allows 

women to be publicly praying and preaching (I Corinthians 11) and tells women to be silent 

(I Corinthians 14).  It is obvious that Paul is not only addressing a specific church, but specific 

problem children in that church – the people receiving the letter knew exactly who Paul was 

talking about.  We must remember, when we read Paul’s letters, we are only seeing one 

side of the conversation.  Paul is responding to questions and problems that had been sent 

to him from those churches. 

6. We have also studied the differences in the culture that Paul was writing to verses our current 

culture.  At that time, women were not even allowed to learn, much less question or teach men, 

in public.  Therefore, most women would not have had the necessary knowledge and ability to 

teach – there were obviously some unlearned women who were taking advantage of their new 

freedom in Christianity to cause problems in the culture of the church – they were disrupting 

worship services, they were not knowledgeable enough to recognize false teachings, etc.  

However, today, women are just as learned as men.  Women certainly have the knowledge and 

ability to lead and teach men.  It is very accepted and even expected in today’s culture.  Yes, we 

do not conform to this world and the culture – as it relates to the accepted sinful practices of 

this world.  However, being a woman is not a sin, therefore it is necessary to embrace the role 

that women now have in our society. 

7. One more thing I want to make clear at this time is something that was brought up a couple of 

weeks ago.  It is quite evident that men and women are equal.  However, that does not take 

away the fact that there are differences in men and women.  God created both male and 

female, and he created us in His image but differently.  Thank goodness, we are not exactly the 

same as each other.  Even while examining the roles we play in God’s kingdom and in worship, 

we should also rejoice in our differences.  We certainly cannot, and I am certainly not 

advocating in any way, that we go along with the culture that there are dozens of genders and 

we just get to pick what we are or what we identify as.  That is one of those cultural sinful 

practices we must condemn.  Men and women have different strengths and roles they are each 

to perform personally, inside the family, and in the world.  We are not minimizing that fact at all, 
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even though society seems to want to tell us there is absolutely no difference.  To say otherwise 

is absolutely false and there are all kinds of scripture to back up the fact that men and women 

do have different roles.  However, what we have gleaned from this study is that some roles 

(especially as it relates to worship and the work in God’s Kingdom) can be filled by both men 

and women using their spiritual gifts. 

OK, so I think that gets us caught back up and on the same page as to what we’ve studied.  I now want 

to move on in our discussion. 

 

Stumbling Block/Eating Meat? 

I think we would be remiss not to take a look at a couple of passages that I guarantee would be used by 

someone who has not participated in this class or conducted an in depth study of women’s roles.  They 

are passages that are often used as a reason not to do something, especially when there is disagreement 

on whether to do it or not. 

1. Romans 14: 1-23 

a. What is your take on this passage? 

b. Do what leads to peace and unity…if someone does not eat meat, even though God allows 

it, then don’t eat the meat…don’t put a stumbling block in the way of a brother 

c. I think it is of note that the person who does not think you should eat the meat is described 

as having a weak faith…specifically, it is talking of people who do not know better or who do 

not have a deep understanding of God’s word and teachings 

d. I do not think this is addressing someone who just prefers something a certain way…it is not 

about our preferences, but a lack of knowing what is right 

e. We are not supposed to look down on that person, instead we may have to not eat the 

meat at that time…however, when faced with these situations of disagreement, we are to 

act in love…we also have a responsibility to bring those along in God’s teaching – we don’t 

let someone continue to not eat the meat, we teach them, we study together, we proclaim 

God’s desire not our own 

f. We have “not eaten the meat” (letting women participate in worship) for a long, long 

time…at some point (now) it is the responsibility of the church leaders to teach God’s word 

and clear up any misconceptions or misunderstandings of the topic…it is like the passage we 

read in I Corinthians 11:34 when Paul says he will give further instruction when he 

comes…we are not just sitting back and letting people not “eat the meat” – we must do 

what the entirety of scripture is pointing to…there is no reason we should continue in not 

allowing something just because someone does not think they should eat the meat – we 

teach and bring everyone along 

2. Proverbs 6: 16-19 

a. One of the seven things God hates and finds detestable is “a man who stirs up dissension 

among brothers” 

b. What is the definition of dissension? – a disagreement that leads to discord 

c. So, I had this passage quoted to me before I even began this class as a warning to tread 

carefully…I just want to point out that when an issue is brought to the elders (in this case 

women’s roles) that could lead to disagreements, I think the way we avoid 
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dissension/discord is by doing exactly what we are doing in this class….promoting unity, 

while leading the congregation into an in depth study of the issue to gain a true Biblical 

understanding 

d. David, Marc, and I subscribe to a simple philosophy…we’ll address things Biblically…we don’t 

care about personal preferences…we only care about doing what God expects us to do…we 

shepherd every single person in this congregation – doesn’t matter if you’re 8 or 80, or 

whether you have attended for 6 months or 60 years, or whether you contribute $1 dollar a 

week or $1000 a week 

e. A careful, well discussed teaching is not stirring up dissension…it is exactly the opposite – it 

is using God’s word and examples to shepherd the flock/congregation 

 

Church of Christ Attendance Decline 

I recently read an article (written Nov 13, 2019), while putting together this study, that I think really hits 

home.  I think there are some things we all need to hear and think about. 

a. Data released by the 21st Century Christian (a publisher that tracks Church of Christ 

demographics) shows that over the past 3 years, over 2400 members are leaving the Church of 

Christ EACH MONTH 

b. Between 2000 and 2015, over 800 members were leaving the Church of Christ each month – so 

in the past 3 years, the rate of departure has increased 300% per month 

c. These numbers show that Church of Christ membership has declined by approximately 6% in the 

past 3 years – that is 1 out of every 18 members leaving…that is more than 66,000 baptized 

members (then think about the fact that many of these are taking their young children with 

them…younger families are leaving the Church of Christ at an even faster percentage rate) – our 

church is dying 

d. At this current rate, in 15 years, we will have lost over ¼ of Church of Christ membership 

e. I know what your response will be…all church attendance and membership is declining…the 

data actually does not show that fact is true in all denominations 

f. The denominations that make up what is known as evangelical Christians (this includes the 

Church of Christ, Southern Baptist, Assemblies of God, Church of God, and Presbyterians to 

name a few) has actually held steady and shown a very small uptick in membership in the past 

15 years 

g. Southern Baptist has declined at a small percentage, but the Church of Christ stands out as by 

far the most rapidly declining membership 

h. It is important to note that all of these congregations are considered the more conservative 

denominations in religious circles…all of these denominations have much more in common with 

each other than they do have differences 

i. One difference between the Church of Christ and 85% of the other evangelical denominations is 

the roles we let women take part of….it is true there are some other differences, such as musical 

instruments, but by far the biggest difference is women’s roles 

j. Only 3-4% of US Christianity completely prohibits women or young ladies from participating in 

worship services, and the largest share of that small percentage is the Church of Christ 
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denominations…it should be noted that the other denomination with the largest decline, the 

Southern Baptists and Lutherans, also completely prohibit women from participating in worship 

k. Other denominations, such as the Assemblies of God, that not only let women participate in 

some ways but also let them preach, have seen the largest rate of growth of the evangelical 

churches 

l. This article breaks down a whole bunch of other data on Church of Christ and other 

denomination attendance in the light of women’s roles, but there are a couple more statistics 

that I find quite intriguing and concerning… 

m. The Churches of Christ are fourth lowest in all evangelical denominations as it relates to regular 

church attendance and in the percentage of members who say religion is satisfying to them…the 

denominations with the highest rate of attendance and satisfaction in church are denominations 

where women participate in worship roles…the four lowest denominations in satisfaction and 

attendance rates are the four most restrictive of women 

Now, I am by no means saying that the role of women in worship services is the only reason for the 

attendance decline.  However, I am saying the data certainly supports it is a contributing factor.  On a 

local level, I can tell you with all certainty that this topic is weighing heavily on the hearts and minds of 

multiple women and especially young ladies.  I know, based on personal conversations, there are 

affected people right here at MCOC that are weighing whether they want to continue in a restrictive 

role.  Anyone want to speak of that on a personal level? 

As not only as an elder, but just as a Christian, these numbers are very concerning to me.  We are losing 

the church.  We may never know all of the reasons for these attendance declines, but we know for sure 

one thing that feeds it – women’s roles.  We have studied this topic for weeks now, and I think we have 

more than established there is scriptural backing for women participating and having roles in our 

worship services.  If we can address one area that is obviously contributing, why would we bury our 

heads and continue to not face it head on. 

 

Elders’ Opinion on Women’s Roles 

As I stated a few weeks ago when we started this look at women’s roles in worship, the elders have 

spent a great deal of time studying, discussing, and praying on this issue.  The results of that is what led 

to the things we have walked through during the class.  I certainly think that if you’ve been paying 

attention at all, you understand our feelings on the issue. 

We agree that when you consider the context and culture of the Biblical writings, then couple that with 

the current times we live in and taking the entirety of the Bible together, there is no scriptural reason 

that qualified women cannot participate in an upfront role.  In fact, we believe that it is a real disservice 

to any woman with God given spiritual gifts to squash the use of those gifts.  It is also a disservice to the 

church as a whole to continue with practices that could be leading to young people exiting and giving up 

on their faith. 

 

Women Who Don’t Want to Take Part in Service 
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I want to make something perfectly clear here.  I am not diminishing the work that women have 

historically done.  These things are using the spiritual gifts.  A woman does not have to participate to be 

doing what God has called them to do.  In no way am I trying to say what women have done for the 

church through the years is not important – it is all vitally important.  However, if a woman is called to 

be involved in worship, why would we keep them from doing so? 

If a woman does not want to participate in worship service, that is completely fine.  We don’t even make 

men participate if they don’t volunteer – although I think there are plenty of men in the congregations 

that should be using their gifts to build up the body by participating. 

It is perfectly fine if, as a woman, you don’t feel you have the spiritual gift or desire to participate in 

worship in any way other than what you are doing now.  In the same way, it is perfectly fine if a man 

does not have the gift to have any upfront roles.  As we learned earlier, spiritual gifts are not handed out 

according to gender.  You may not have the gift to be upfront.  That is OK. 

I also want to make something else very clear.  The idea that women are able to take part in worship 

roles we have often relegated to the men only, does not give any man the right to suddenly say they 

don’t need to do these things anymore.  You are instructed in scripture to use your spiritual gifts – if you 

have them, use them.  There are no excuses, whether you are male or female, to not use this gifts to 

glorify God and grow His kingdom.  In fact, I would go so far to say that we have plenty of men who need 

to step up and do more in our worship services.  We ALL must use, foster, and grow our gifts. 

 

What Should Be Allowed Discussion? 

Serving Communion – don’t even do any talking…women pass communion down the row, how is 

carrying it down the aisles any different…even if you refuse to look at the scriptures in the light of God’s 

word as a whole and acknowledge the women passages are culturally/contextually written, why would 

serving communion be against being silent or not having authority 

Reading – certainly not exercising authority when just reading God’s word…it is not teaching…I 

Corinthians 11 clearly shows women were doing these things 

Praying – again not teaching…not learning…a conversation with God…not exercising authority…again, I 

Corinthians 11 shows women were praying in public worship 

Communion Meditation – being up front does not automatically mean someone is exercising authority 

over anyone…it is just using spiritual gifts to enhance worship…a woman is more than capable of reading 

a passage and applying that to communion – we have seen that women prophesied, preached, taught 

publically 

Leading Worship – if we believe women don’t have to be silent (including singing), why could a woman 

not be singing from up front…again, no authority, just serving God and the congregation (exactly what 

we are supposed to do) 

Teaching a Class – Priscilla taught an adult male who was highly learned…in fact, Apollos was a 

preacher…when the Bible is taken as a whole, women have often been in the role of teaching men 
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Preaching – spiritual gifts were not doled out based on sex…a woman may have the gift of being a very 

good speaker, who can articulate God’s message in a way understood by many…why would God not 

want that person using their gift to win souls to Him 

Church Leadership Roles – deacons (yes/no? – Phoebe was a deaconess, also the Greek word used in I 

Timothy 3:11 is the same word used for deaconess…however, how about I Timothy 3:12…deacon must 

be the husband of one wife (maybe a woman can’t be a deacon, but she could certainly be a deaconess 

– which would be the female version of a deacon)…elders (no – Titus 1:6 and I Timothy 3:2 says husband 

of one wife…a woman cannot be the husband of one wife, at least not without sinning)…we, as elders 

believe that a woman can be a deaconess, but we also do not think a woman is allowed to be an elder 

due to the qualifications 

 

Any other questions or comments before we wrap up our study? 
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LESTER’S WEEK of CLASS 
 
Introduction 
 

Good morning.  I have a lot of acknowledgments to start.  I would like to thank Greg, as 
the leader of this class for the opportunity to stand in front of the class and share my 
perspective.  I would also like to thank Greg, and Marc and David, as elders for trusting 
me to share my perspective on this topic; it is not the first opportunity I have had to 
discuss this topic with them and I’m thankful for their leadership in the process.  I am 
grateful to my parents, grandparents, and many of you in this particular congregation 
that provided me with several things.  Those things including a faith tradition, an 
introduction to God and scripture, and space growing up where questions were OK to 
ask — that is not the case in everyone’s background and I am very thankful to have that 
in my history.  I am also grateful to be living in a time and place were there is an 
abundance of resources on how to interpret scripture and readily available copies of this 
ancient and magical text we call the Bible. 
 
First, a few disclaimers.  

 • I very well could be wrong 

 • My thoughts and views are not static 

 • The thoughts and views I present have been through a lot of study and prayer.  
 
Now the question of why me?  I am far from a biblical scholar, not a super eloquent 
speaker and would not even consider myself a great educator or teacher.  I do have a 
willingness to share and passion for the topic.  I have had the great fortune of being 
born into a light-skinned male body, which has provided me access to all kinds of 
advantages.  I am interested in how I can better share access to these platforms, which 
is one the reasons I feel it is important for me to share the thoughts I have. 
 
I intend to walk us through scripture to illustrate the formation of my perspective on this 
topic of so-called “women’s roles”. I want to start by telling you where I am 
headed…with the conclusion that women are created as fully human in the image of 
God in mutual partnership with men and women are guided and inspired by the 
Holy Spirit with spiritual gifts of ministry and leadership and are called to serve 
the community of Christ with these gifts.  Put more simply:  women share the divine 
image with God with men and are called to serve God with their spiritual gifts.  
 
I want to be crystal clear about what I specifically mean by that, the case I am making is 
that women should be permitted to participate in this community in any way that men 
can…be that positions of leadership or roles within our worship service, however my 
main focus for now is with regards to our worship times.  I’m willing to make the case for 
women as deacons, elders and ministers, but I am also willing to start with just 
expanding participation in our gatherings. 
 
So, we are going to start where all stories should start, in the beginning:  In Genesis. 
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Genesis 
 
First, an aside about how our entire religion has viewed Genesis from Richard Rohr. 
Too often we have framed from our entire perspective of the Bible and the world around 
with a view that starts in Genesis 3, when I say genesis 3 I mean “the fall”.  Specifically, 
what I mean by that is we first view the world, the people around us and even ourselves 
as “bad” or sinful or somehow broken or as a problem.  That, however, is not the view 
that God has of things.  I say that because if we actually start our view of the bible/the 
world/the people around us/ourselves from Genesis 1…here is how God describes 
things:  good, good, good, good, good, good and very good (verses 3, 10, 12, 18, 20, 
24, 31).  What that means to me, and it shapes my view of the world around us, is that 
things in this world including fellow human beings are good at the core.  Is the world a 
messed place?  Sure, but at the very core or heart of it, we, this, all of this, is good. OK, 
aside over. 

 
Let’s look at Genesis 1:27:  So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 
God he created them; male and female he created them. 

 
What does this verse tell us?   

 • Male and female are created first and foremost as human.  Humanity is NOT created 
as male, then secondarily female as an afterthought.   

 • Male and female bear the image of the Divine, that image is not found only in males 
OR only in females.   

 • Males and females are not distinct creations, but rather both are created as human.   

 • That is not to say that gender is unimportant, it is important and does define us in 
ways.  Gender does shape the way we see world for one, and also how we are 
treated in our lived experiences.   

 • The important point here in Genesis 1 is that from the beginning men and women are 
not created as distinct classes of creation but both as human beings and God 
declares this to be very good (v. 31) — this might seem like an elementary point, but I 
think it is a critical starting point. Once you establish a people or person is less than 
fully human, oppression easily follows. Conversely, Genesis 1:27 asserts women are 
fully human. 

 
This perspective on men and women was unique in the ancient world in the time that 
this text was written.  By way of contrast we can look at the view of the greek 
philosopher, Plato.  Plato described men as created from the stars and if they lived 
virtuously they would return to the stars.  However, if men did not live virtuously, living in 
an immoral way, etc. they would be reincarnated as women, and if they continued to live 
un-virtuously they would be reincarnated as animals and on downward.  Now, I am 
guessing that no one in this room has this view and it is a perspective that is in direct 
contrast and disagreement with what Genesis 1 shows us.   
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Our Bible, the book we love and respect so much, starts with a high view of women as 
fully human created with men in the image of the Divine. 

 
Genesis 2:15-25. 

 
A few points to make from this text: 

 • First, one argument for male hierarchy is based on order of creation.  Male first so 
therefore, female is secondary…quite literally.  Logically, this argument is flawed.  If 
we want to follow this logic, the earth or soil has dominion over humans as do 
animals.  Order does not imply hierarchy, as we see and will see moving forward in 
Genesis; the different divisions of creation are be in relationship with each other, of 
mutual partnership rather than hierarchy. 

 • Second, most of you have probably heard the relatively common interpretation of this 
text stating that “suitable helper” implies that women have a lesser role, subservient to 
male leadership.  You could extrapolate that out this text, no argument from me on 
that.  However, to get to that perspective or interpretation, I would argue that you 
must start here.  That is, to view women as subservient you need to start with 
Genesis 2 and then read Genesis 1 in light of that view.  In other words, if you looking 
for male-only leadership you can find it here, but in order for that to be your frame-
work you need to start here in Genesis 2 (or similarly start with Paul and allow that to 
be your view of all scripture).   

 • If we start with Genesis 1, as I would suggest we should, and read Genesis 2 in from 
that lens we find that men and women are created for mutual partnership without 
hierarchy. 

 • I want to take a little deeper look at the at the hebrew words used here for suitable 
helper, or more accurately described from the original text a “helper” modified by the 
word “suitable” so helper-suitable.  While I am not a Hebrew scholar, I did look into 
this term.  The hebrew here is “Ezer Kenegdo” ezer is the reference for helper, 
kenegdo for suitable.  The term Ezer refers to strong, powerful help, like a warrior who 
saves the day or God who rescues (specifically Psalm 33:20).  If the modifier, 
kenegdo, was not in the text the implication would be that women are stronger and 
more powerful than men.  The actual implication found in this passage is that animals 
did not have the appropriate kind of strength or “help” to form a mutual partnership 
with adam.  

 • The hebrew phrase in chapter 2 accurately follows what we see in chapter 1 that man 
and woman were created as a matched set, both fully human in the image of God 
created for mutual partnership with one another. 
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Genesis 3.  Just when we got the world set right and all is good…as it is in life, we 
encounter a problem. 

 
In Genesis 3, we see the concept of sin enter the picture; and with sin enters shame 
(verse 10 - hiding naked in the garden) and blame (verse 12 and 13 man blames 
woman, woman blames serpent).  We see relationships deteriorate…humankind and 
soil (take a look around today, there is actual debate about whether or not they way live 
is going to destroy earth and regardless of your stance on how to deal with the climate, 
the call of Genesis is for us to be in partnership with the earth and to be stewards of this 
home that God has provided for us…but that is whole lesson in and of itself).  In 
Genesis 3 we all see the relationship between God and humans is strained, and most 
importantly to this discussion, the relationship between mutual partners of man and 
woman is changed for the worse.   

 
Specifically:  Verse 16 - To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing 
very severe; with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your 
husband, and he will rule over you.”  Some interpretations of this “curse” would say that 
God says plainly “your husband will rule over you”.  That is not the only interpretation, 
however, and just because things are prevalent does not make them law.  For example, 
earlier in the verse it states that child birthing will be painful; well, if this “law” not just 
prevalent then women should refuse epidurals or pain medication during labor.  
Similarly, just because the woman’s desire might be for her husband’s rule over her 
might be prevalent due to sin in the world, that does not make it the way that God 
created things to be OR intended them to be as evidenced in Genesis 1 and 2. 

 
Overall, the creation and garden narrative in Genesis 1-3 paints a picture of mutual 
partnership between man and woman and God calls that “very good”.  Sin enters the 
world and messes up this strong partnership, but from the beginning men and women 
are created as fully human image bearers of the divine. 

 

Old Testament 
 

Moving on from Genesis, I want to briefly go through some highlights of female spiritual 
leadership illustrated in the Old Testament.  First and foremost, if there was theological 

principle against women holding positions of leadership within spiritual communities we 

would expect examples of such in scripture to be either 1. excluded/non-existent in the 
text to begin with or 2. reprimanded within the text in some way. 

 
Hagar - Sarah’s slave and the mother of Abraham’s first born.  Hagar was kicked out of 

her house by God’s chosen people, so that should be the end of her relationship with 
God, right?  But that’s not the way our God operates…even the people that we deem as 

unworthy or outcasts for whatever the reasons, God still pursues relationship with those 

people.  In this particular case, of Hagar, Hagar is the first recorded human to name 
God.  El Roi, God who sees.  As Daniel pointed out on his blog…man i.e. Adam named 

woman i.e. Eve.  And woman, Hagar, names God…pretty powerful symbolism there. 
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Miriam - the sister of Moses and Aaron is considered a leader of the entire tribe of 

Israel within the Exodus story. 
 

Deborah - a female Judge.  She takes a leadership role in battle, maybe one of the 

most classically masculine settings; and again nothing in the text suggests that she, as 
a woman, should not be doing this. 

 

Huldah - this might be favorite one.  She is found in a story from 2 Kings in the time of 

King Josiah when the old scrolls were discovered during the temple revitalization.  King 
Josiah sends a priest and other royal officials to a prophet to have these scrolls 

interpreted.  Around this time here are some the prophets that would have been options 

for Josiah:  Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Habbakuk and Nahum.  Instead of choosing any of 
them, Josiah sends his top officials to Huldah.  I find that fascinating.  We often think of 

the ancient world as this backward and barbaric place, and it certainly was just that in 
many ways…but in other ways, they were way ahead of us in terms of so called 

“progress”. 

 
There are several other examples within the old testament of female spiritual 
leadership, but the main point I would like to illustrate is that no where in the Bible are 

these women, derided or told within the text that there use of their spiritual gifts within 

their communities is somehow contrary to the nature of God.  Stated again, there is no 
theological principle found in the Bible against female spiritual leadership. 

 

The Gospels 
 
There is a whole lot that could be said about Jesus and his relationship with women as 
leaders within his ministry, but I am going to just focus in on a few examples.  

Particularly, I would like to highlight Luke’s gospel for a couple points and then add a 

comment or two on the Gospels as a whole. 

 
So as we know, where explicitly named or not, all the Gospel really begin with 

Mary…this poor, lower class, teenage girl who winds up pregnant outside of the 

traditional marriage setting.  In Luke 1, we have Mary’s Song or the Magnificat.  While 
this song has been celebrated over the course of history, I think we have lost some of 

the significance of it’s inclusion in scripture.  What we have here is Mary, a woman, 
using her gift of Biblical scholarship and knowledge to look at the world around her and 

then proclaim Christ in way that is so important and well stated that it is included in 

scripture.  The Magnificat is not only a worship song, but also a sermon.  The voices of 
women are baked in and included in this whole thing. 
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Another snippet from Luke…8:1-3:  After this Jesus traveled about from one town and 

village to another, proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God.  The twelve were 
with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases:  Mary 

(called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of 

Chuzza, manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others.  These women 
were helping to support them out of their own means.   

 

 • First point and this is not news to any of us but Jesus ran around with, closest word to 

the greek, is posse, and the disciples were called “the 12” which is Luke’s brilliant 

jewish call-back to the tribes of Israel, again on what I just said, not news.  But Luke 
finds it important to include and honor the women here—that was news and significant 

to me in the course of this study.   

 • Second thing, the women paid the bills—I mean how 21st century is that!  Our 

movement, this whole thing started with women not only being fully empowered 

participants but bankrolling the ministry of Jesus.  How crazy is that we as institution 
have an informal list of what women can and can’t do, when this in the roots of our 

history? 
 

Last comment, on the gospel accounts as a whole… The single most important 

historical fact of our faith tradition is the empty tomb.  In all four gospel accounts, 
women are the first to witness the empty tomb.  This is massively significant.  In the first 

century world, women were not considered reliable witnesses; an eye witness account 

from a woman would not have been considered admissible evidence in a court of law.  
Yet, God chooses to entrust women with single most important detail of our faith.  It’s 

almost as if God knows that woman won’t forever be incorrectly viewed as second class 
citizen.  

 

The overall point we can glean from the gospels is that Jesus honors and elevates 
women about their cultural status of time.  The overall arc we have witnessed so far is 

that man and woman were created as fully and equally human, image bearers of the 

divine; women held positions of spiritual leadership within their communities throughout 
the Old Testament; and that gospels show a continued pattern of female leadership 

throughout the life of Jesus. 

 

Early Church 
 

I am guessing at this point, a critique of my argument might be that we model our 

current tradition as “new testament church”.  With that said, I would like to illustrate 
some themes and examples we find in the early church. 
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First, a big picture view… There are 4 places within the new testament describe spiritual 

gifts (Romans 12, 1 Cor 12, Eph 4, 1 Peter 4).   

 • Each list includes spiritual leadership gifts including ministry, preaching, teaching, 

speaking with wisdom and knowledge.  Gifts vary person to person, not by gender, 
but by grace.   

 • Paul uses gender neutral forms of teacher, leader and exhorter, which is much more 

difficult to do in Greek than English, and Paul goes out of his way to do so.  If there 
was a theological principle for male-only spiritual leadership, it would be easy to 

communicate that through the greek with gender specific noun forms.   

 • It is very difficult to write greek in gender-neutral way but these passages come as 

close as you get…however, if you have NIV bible from before 2011, there has been 

gender injected into some of these passages that was not in the original greek and 
has since been removed in the updated translation.   

 • What is important from these four passages is that Paul, primarily, and Peter are 
illustrating that these gifts of the Spirit are given to everyone or all through grace.  

 • Gifts are not divided between male and female because as we saw in Genesis, God 
did not create male and female as separate creations but both as human beings in 

the image of the divine.   

 • Big picture takeaway is that there is no theological principle for male only spiritual 
leadership through spiritual gifts as given by the holy spirit. 

 
Priscilla.  Her origin story is unknown but she is married to Aqilla the Jew, who was a 

diaspora jew from Rome who ended up in Corinth.  They were tent makers by trade, 
which was a lower class occupation but could yield a good living.  We find in Acts where 

they have established enough of a business to be able to travel with Paul to Ephesus 

(Acts 18).  After Paul leaves, we find the story of Priscilla instructing/correcting Apollos, 
which is astounding…I’m telling you, all the clues are in here that women should be on 

equal plane when it comes to the kingdom of God. In addition, Priscilla and Aqilla are 
mentioned 6 times in the text, of those 6, 4 times Priscilla is listed first…they is very very 

unusual for the time and place that the New Testament was written.  Two theories as to 

why Priscilla was listed first…one being that Priscilla had a higher social rank than Aqilla 
but this unlikely, second theory is that Priscilla has more authority of spiritual knowledge 

than Aqilla. 
 
Phoebe. Some scholars suggest that Phoebe is the letter carrier of Romans to the 

church in Rome.  The letter carrier in the early church was a position of leadership and 
authority.  As the letter carrier, Phoebe would deliver the letter which would include 

reading publicly to the church and adding her own interpretation in the public reading.  

Paul refers to her as a deacon.  Paul also uses the same greek term that is translated in 
Timothy into “elder” to describe Phoebe. 

 
Junia. Paul names her an apostle.  There is actually an interesting story of Junia being 

turned into a man by early scholars and translators of the original texts, but I did not do 
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enough research to fully explain it…but if you are interested in further study, it seemed 

like an interesting thing to read about. 

 
Tabitha or Dorcus, considered a disciple.  Peter raises her from the dead.  Sending 2 
men to find Peter suggests Tabitha was very important in her community and it is 
speculated she was doing a sort of ministry to widows.  Peter calls the community into 
her home, suggesting that she is possibly hosting a church in her home. 

 
Mary mother of John-Mark.  Peter when escaping prison and goes to Mary’s home 
where people are praying, Mary hosting a house church; hosting does not explicitly 
imply leadership, but hosts in this culture are considered the “patron” of the event.  
Hosting a house church did come with some degree of spiritual leadership. 
 
Lydia.  Paul finds praying community out by the river and meets Lydia.  She is a gentile 
women who is a follower of the God of Israel.  Strong business woman and the text 
implicates Lydia as a house church host. 

 
There are many other examples of women using their spiritual gifts within their 

communities.  As stated before, the absence of critique suggests that there is no 
theological principle against female spiritual leadership. 

 
Biblical Culture and Society 
 

So, at this point, some might say “aren’t most leaders men”?  To which the answer is 

yes.  The why behind that is little more complicated. There is competing landscape of 
culture in time when the old and new testament scriptures were written.  Put most 

simply, societies in that time and place were arranged in a patriarchal fashion.  There 

was stratification along lines social class (rulers, governing classes, priests/temple 
leaders, a small middle class of merchants and artisans, peasants, and expendable 

people).  The practice of slavery was present and there was hierarchy by age and 
gender.  Marriage was economic transaction and men ruled all spheres of life.  The 

head of household ruled over women, slave people and children within the 

household…and the laws of the land reinforced this structure, it was not just an “ideal” 
of the time.  Women and slave people were always embedded with man, that being a 

father or husband or other male relative.  Women were to bear children and serve the 

husband, not hold positions of authority, had few property rights, received very little 
education in most cases, and could be divorced at the man’s prerogative.  There were 

occasional exceptions, such as older wealthy widows could escape the constraints of 
system of a little bit.  Women who dared to step out of the social stratification had to do 

so carefully as double standards and stereotypes were used against them to reinforce 

the social structure.  This social climate was like the air that is breathed, it was the 
environment.  So it’s not surprising that many of the leaders were men.  And yet, even 

in this cultural environment, we find examples of women using their spiritual gifts in 

roles of leadership within their communities in the early church.  Scripture challenges 

the very social structure in which it was written.  Scripture challenges the very social 
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structure in which it was written.  What a powerful testimony of the Bible operating as 

a living text. 

 
So what about 1 corinthians 14 and 1 timothy 2:12.  This talk or perspective would not 
be complete without acknowledging those texts.  In corinthians, chapter 14 is puzzling 

and does not seem to fit after adding the context of chapter 11.  The silence Paul is 
prescribing seems to be specific rather than universal.  The theological principle is not 

really about women at all, but rather that worship should be glorifying to God in an 

orderly, non-distracting manner. 

 
As for the 1 Timothy passage, from what I understand Paul is instructing Timothy with 

regards to the Church at Ephesus.  The greek term for authority in this verse is more 
aggressive than just possessing or having authority, but more accurately “grabbing or 

usurping” authority — there is an aggressiveness in the greek that we lack in our 

english translation.  We also know that Ephesus had a problem with false teaching 
focused on myths and endless genealogies.  So perhaps Paul is suggesting that women 

learn in quietness before speak, and this goes back to the discussion of women not 

having access to proper education in that culture. 

 
In the overall view of scripture the passages in 1 corinthians 14 and 1 Timothy seem out 

of place. 

 
The last thing I want to read before getting to my final conclusions is quote from 

Frederick Douglass because slavery was also a part of the fabric of the new testament 
society, and you can draw many parallels between the historic treatment of women and 

slave people.  

 
“But it must be noted…that no place in Scripture is there any effort ever made to 
abolish slavery. And at no time did any prophets or preachers or teachers or 
apostles of the New Testament ever attack slavery. But any call to righteous 
living, any call to holy love, will eliminate the abuses that are any social system. 
In fact, quite the contrary, there are throughout the New Testament many, many 
texts where slavery becomes a model of Christian principle, slavery becomes a 
picture, as it were, as we are related to God as His slaves and His servants. And 
repeatedly…slaves are told to be obedient, submissive, loyal and faithful to their 
masters no matter how they act, and masters are told to treat their slaves with 
love and equity and kindness and fairness no matter what they might do…So 
while nothing attacks the institution of slavery, everything in Christian principle 
attacks the abuses of any social system, including slavery.  Source: Part 1 
of John MacArthur’s 1991 four-part sermon series on Philemon) 

 

For the lovers of irony in the room, the transcript of that quote actually came from John 

MacArthur sermon.  Much like with slavery, there is no explicit call from scripture to 
demand women have positions of spiritual leadership, but likewise everything in 

http://www.blogger.com/www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/57-1
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christian principle attacks abuses of any social system…including when the church 

has failed to let those who are gifted lead or exercise their gifts. 

 

Conclusions 
 

So in conclusion, if we believe that women are created as fully human alongside men as 
shown in Genesis, and that spiritual gifts are given to all humans as evidenced in our 
New Testament, then we are at best depriving ourselves by silencing women and at 
worst sinning against God.  We have been missing so much by not including the voices 
of women in our sermons, lessons and classes…we have been missing half of the 
representation of the Divine.  
 
No longer, church, should we suppress the voices of our sisters in our worship 
assemblies or our church community.  We anxiously await a day when we move 
forward—moving closer to a fully and wholly inclusive community, more closely aligning 
ourselves with the ideals of God’s will as it is Heaven.  May Grace and Peace be with us 
every step of the way. 
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